
THE LIGHTER SIDE

Spell a Sport

In each of the words below, can you change only one letter to form the name of a sport? For 
example, in CABLE TENNIS, you can change the C to a T in order to form TABLE TENNIS.  
Now try your luck with these:

1.	 SLIMMING u_ ________________	

2.	 BOILING u___________________	

3.	 BORING u_ __________________	

4.	 JOCKEY u_ __________________	

5.	 SOLO u_ ____________________	

6.	 DINING u ________________________

7.	 SKYING u ________________________

8.	 JUDY u ___________________________

9.	 SEATING u ________________________

10.	WOLF u __________________________

BONUS: Spell an Animal. Change only one letter in each of the words below to spell a kind of 
animal. This might be harder than it looks!

1.	 TIMER u ____________________	  	

2.	 DISH u______________________	  	

3.	 BIG u_ ______________________	  	

4.	 CAR u_ _____________________	  	

5.	 BOX u_ _____________________	  	

6.	 WOW u_____________________	  	

7.	 SPARK u _ ___________________	  	

8.	 AX u _______________________	  	

9.	 WEAVER u ________________________

10.	BIND u ___________________________

11.	BEAN u _ _________________________

12.	ART u _ __________________________

13.	WHOLE u ________________________

14.	SLIDER u _________________________

15.	WORSE u _________________________

16.	OIL u ____________________________

Answers on page 21



2 0 2 5 E N G L I S H  T E A C H I N G  F O R U M 21americanenglish.state.gov/forum

Answers to The Lighter Side

Spell a Sport

1.	SLIMMING u SWIMMING
2.	BOILING u BOWLING
3.	BORING u BOXING
4.	JOCKEY u HOCKEY
5.	SOLO u POLO

6.	DINING u DIVING
7.	SKYING u SKIING
8.	JUDY u JUDO
9.	SEATING u SKATING
10.	WOLF u GOLF

BONUS: Spell an Animal

1.	TIMER u TIGER
2.	DISH u FISH
3.	BIG u PIG
4.	CAR u CAT
5.	BOX u FOX
6.	WOW u COW
7.	SPARK u SHARK
8.	AX u OX

9.	WEAVER u BEAVER
10.	BIND u BIRD
11.	BEAN u BEAR
12.	ART u ANT
13.	WHOLE u WHALE
14.	SLIDER u SPIDER
15.	WORSE u HORSE
16.	OIL u OWL
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