
Amplifying Voice and Choice 
in the EFL Classroom

Research suggests using student voice strategies can contribute to positive 

outcomes, including: improved relationships, positive self-regard, feelings of 

competence, student engagement, and enhanced academic performance. 

In this webinar, we will: 

• explore a variety of student voice strategies

• examine how to select or adapt strategies that suit your context, students, and 

teaching style

• build an action plan for implementing these strategies in your classes
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Let’s hear from you!

Please share your name and where you teach.

What do you hope to learn today? 



Overview

• I can identify the difference between choice and voice, places where I can 
offer them, and why it’s valuable to do so.

• I can explore examples of student voice and choice from both a student and a 
teacher point of view.

• I can build an action plan for learning more about student voice and choice 
after this session ends.



Agenda



Student Voice and Choice: Overview



Student Voice

 Student voice allows students to make decisions that affect their learning.

Note: Student voice here does not refer to literal voice (speaking).



Student Voice: Animal Adaptation Project
Which animal would you like to learn about?

How would you like to learn about the topic you’ve 
selected?

What timeline seems reasonable for your learning?

Students decide...

What they would like to learn

How to take in new information

Timelines and checkpoints



Student Choice

Students choice allows students to 

choose an option for learning from a 

short list of teacher-provided options.

Note: Usually, it’s a list of activities that 

students can choose to complete.  



Student Choice: Animal Adaptation Project

 OR            OR

  OR             OR

Due Date:

Students decide...

What they would like to learn

How to take in new information

Timelines and checkpoints

OR

Usually not...



Voice and Choice: What are the differences?

Voice Choice

Options are not provided by the teacher 
(open-ended)

Options are provided by the teacher 
(limited)

Multiple places for student voice One place for student choice (how)

Multiple opportunities during a lesson One opportunity during a lesson

More and deeper self-awareness required Less self-awareness required



Let’s hear from you!

What challenges might you face 
with student voice?



Let’s hear from you!

What challenges might you face 
with student choice?



Voice and Choice: Considerations

Best time? Independent learning and longer projects

Age? Can be adapted to work with any age

How much? Too much is overwhelming (one piece at a time)

How to build up to voice? Start with choice and ask students 
to self-reflect on what helps them learn



Places for Voice and Choice



Places for Voice and Choice

What kind of decisions affect student learning?

•What do I want to learn about?

•How do I want to take in new information and 
demonstrate my understanding?

•Where do I learn best?

•When will I be able to learn and at what pace?



Voice in WHAT to Learn

Animal Adaptations Unit:

• Which animal do you want to learn about?

Guiding question:

• What do you think is the most interesting animal?



Voice in HOW to Learn

Animal Adaptations Unit:

• How would you like to learn about this animal?

Guiding question:

• Do you learn best by watching a video, reading a text, or having 
a hands-on experience?



Voice in WHERE to Learn

Animal Adaptations Unit:

• What would be the most comfortable learning space for you as you 
complete this project?

Guiding questions:

• Are you able to focus better at home? In school?

• Do you need total silence or do you like to talk as you learn?

• Do you prefer to stand or sit?



Voice in WHEN to Learn

Animal Adaptations Unit:

• When would you like to work on this project?

Guiding question:

• Do you prefer to work in the morning, afternoon, or night?

• What's a good timeline for you?



Feedback Loop

It’s not one-way. It’s an ongoing cycle.  
Student 

Input

Design 
Instruction

Student 
Choice

Assess



Let’s hear from you!

What will it look, sound, and/or feel like if 
this strategy is successful?

How will you measure success?



Voice and Choice: Practice

What could we do before to prepare 
the class to engage with a voice or 

choice activity?

Let's practice!



Set a Goal 

STUDENT LENS: 

“I want to learn more about _______.” 

TEACHER LENS: 

You are defining WHAT you will learn.  



Choose Your Resource Type

STUDENT LENS: 

“I need to learn by _______ today.” 

TEACHER LENS: 

You are defining HOW you will learn.  



Find Your Place

STUDENT LENS: 

“I will learn best if I am_______.” 

TEACHER LENS: 

You are defining WHERE you will learn.  



Set Your Pace

STUDENT LENS: 

“My plan for this hour is_______.”

TEACHER LENS: 

You are defining WHEN you will learn.  



Student Choice Strategy: The Choice Board



A Choice Board

A choice board includes 
teacher-selected 

options.

Topics (WHAT)

Formats (HOW)



A Choice Board

Mr. Muhammad: 

"I want to know more 
about student choice 
in WHAT they learn."

"I like to read."



A Blog



A Choice Board

Ms. Frias:

"I want to know 
more about student 
choice in WHEN they 
learn."

"I want to interact 
with a strategy."



A Template



Let’s hear from you!

Where could you use a choice board in an 
upcoming lesson?



Let’s hear from you!

How might you adapt the choice board strategy for 
your students?



Summary of Key Points

Student voice allows students to make 

decisions that affect their learning.

Student choice allows students to choose an 

option for learning from a short list of teacher-

provided options.

It's valuable because it improves students' 

self-awareness, self-esteem, motivation to 

learn, and ultimately, academic achievement.
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Email: americanenglishwebinars@fhi360.org

AE Live - Ning Community of Practice: americanenglishwebinars.com

AE for Educators Facebook page: facebook.com/AmericanEnglishforEducators

AE website: americanenglish.state.gov
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Thank you!
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Earn Your Digital Badge

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020WS9S4

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4718717/American-English-Live-Session-4-1-Attendance-Quiz


Thanks for joining us! 

The next AE Live session is on November 18th.

We hope to see you then.

Questions or comments?

e-mail: americanenglishwebinars@fhi360.org



Reflection Questions

1. Describe one way you offer students choices about how and/or what 

they learn. Do you think this has been a beneficial practice in your 

classroom? Why or why not?

2. Do you offer students the opportunity to use language to express ideas 

and information that is personally important or relevant to their own life 

experiences? If so, how to you encourage this in your classroom?

3. How might you promote student voice and choice and your classrooms 

using the information learned today?
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